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Why the J. Willard Marriott Library?

• University of Utah is a public research university
• Flagship academic library for the Utah System of Higher Education -> 

public access and borrowing
• “The library’s mission is to inspire the creation, discovery and use of 

knowledge for Utah and the world… Important collections span Utah, 
the Mormons, and the West to extensive science, engineering, 
medical and legal archives.”

• Diversifies SJ Quinney Outdoor Recreation Archives 

https://lib.utah.edu/
https://lib.utah.edu/info/hours.php
https://lib.utah.edu/services/borrowing.php
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https://lib.utah.edu/services/digital-library/
https://lib.utah.edu/collections/special-collections/index.php
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SLCA Collection is Unique

• First extensive born-digital donation
• 16,535 born-digital files after duplicates 

removed by Tallie, Betsey, & Kirk
• Access options: Online in Digital Library, by 

request, and Special Collections’ reading room
• New faceted search implemented in Digital 

Library to preserve file organizational 
hierarchy ->



SLCA Collection Compliments Other Rock 
Climbing Projects & Collections

2022
• Published an article about climbing-related metadata 

inadequacies and proposed solutions
• New oral history project
• Four donations from individual climbers 

2023
• Alpenbock Club scrapbooks (Vol I & Vol II) published 

online
• Rock Climbers Oral History Project published online
• Ascent Archive a podcast of oral histories published ->

https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/THVK54KAWPC6EKDVC238/full?target=10.1080/19386389.2022.2032547
https://climbingmetadata.lib.utah.edu/
https://collections.lib.utah.edu/ark:/87278/s63gesrg
https://collections.lib.utah.edu/ark:/87278/s6xy3pey
https://collections.lib.utah.edu/search?facet_setname_s=%22uum_rcohp%22
https://ascentarchive.lib.utah.edu/


Next Steps

• Add collection statistics to SLCA’s End-of-Year Reports
• Organize then ingest 2022-present materials
• Table at Rescue at LCC event
• Other ideas?

Future projects?
• Digital exhibit about the history of climbing in Utah

• GIS interactive maps of Digital Library materials

https://exhibits.lib.utah.edu/s/home/page/home


QR Codes & Links to Websites

Marriott Library’s Rock Climbing Collections
tinyurl.com/mlib-climbing

SLCA Collection in the Digital Library
https://tinyurl.com/slca-diglib

https://tinyurl.com/mlib-climbing
https://tinyurl.com/slca-diglib
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